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| Had too much Acquaintance with the making of 
_ the Union, not to know fomething of its Foun- 
dation, and of the Reafon of it; if I had.not, I 
ould very ill have beflow’d my Time in writing a 
iftory of that Tranfa@ion, of 200 Sheets in Folio. 
Thad the Honour to be prefent at many of the 
oft nice and important Confultations about it, and 
at not always without Doors; I had the Honour 
propofe-and draw up, by Order of the Commit- 
© of Parliament in Scot/and, feveral, if not moft of 
¢ Calculations, Proportions and Atlowances of the 
uftoms, Excife, Draw-backs, exemptions from. T axes; 
ve and was particularly at the Debates in the {sid 
jleommittee, upon thofe of the Salt and Malt Taxes. 
T {aw the Reafons givenin, and the Debates-there- 
bon, why Scotland ought hot to be charged with the 
uties on Salt and Male for a certain Time; and 
bw they came toconfent that the Exemptions fhould 
ot be igen but Temporary ; (vz.) The Salt 
pt to be charg’d in feven Year, and the Malt not: 
uring the War. 4 
T do allow that the Poverty, Want of Trade and 
theapne{s of Labour in Scotland, were, among the 
ealons given, Why Scotland inififted upon a tempo- 
ry Exemption. That-as to the Salt Trade, ‘they 


wa neceflity of coming ihto the Tax after fome 


me; becaufe in England it is made Perpetual, and 
caufe an Equivalent is offered for it; and therefore 
hey came to an Agreement of Exemption from the 
alt Tax for feven Years. But when they came to 
peak of the Malt Tax the Exemption from that was 
panded upon a Suppofition, -That it was a Tax would 
ot be. continued after the Wars and that therefore 
> be exempted during the War, “was fuppoted to be 
n.exemption for ever; for that they depended that 
ne Parliament would never grant that Tax again, 
fter tthe War was over. ~ 

Now as thefe Arguments weighed with them then, 
» acqiiefce in the Exemption for, and during the 
ontinuance of the War only 3 fo the fame View re- 
nains, (viz.) That altho’ this Tax is wanted for a 
hort while, till fome Debts contracted by the War are 
aids yet that it is the fix’d defire of thofe, who e- 
ery Year pafs this A@ into a Law, to burthen the 


: ation no longer than needs mutt, 


lity in many Places to pay, 


‘Money muft tye out of their 


_ The firft of thefe was a good Reafon- why the Par+ 
liament of Britain might have excufed them from 
this Tax; but the fecond-is as good a Reafon why, 
now it is laid, they ftould chearfiilly comply with 
it, confidering that itis but for a little, while. that we 
need apprehend its being laid, elpecially if the. Af- 
fairs of that Nation’s Peace fettle at Notas as it 
inay be hoped they will, after the Affair of War is, 
fo entirely put to an end: Letus ftate the Cafe a 
little upon this Suppofition. 

There is no doubt but after fo long a War, and 
which is worfe as to this Cafe, fo long and doubeful 
a Negotiation of Peace; many Expences fall in be- 
fore the Nation can be clear of the Tailof the War, 
as it may be called; the Army could not. be disband- 
ed, or.the Ships laid up; the Troops Abroad could: 
hot be parted with, and tranfported hither; the 
remote Squadrons of the Fleet could not be brought 


home and laid up; in a word, Britain could not 


immediately difarm, till the Peace, happily conclu. 
ded upon, was punétually executed in all Parts 5 
tte Imperial Troops’ in Catalonia carried off; the 
Duke.af Savoy put in Poffeffioh of his new Kingdom 
of Sicily, the Towns in Flanders evacuated, and the 
like. ‘Thefe things, as. they have eritred a great 
way into the Expenees-of this current Year, fo they 
oblige the Queen to demand larger Aids of Her Sub-- 
jeats this Year, tho’ the War is a@ually at an end, 
than we hope will be wanted afterwards; for which 
reafon we may hope the Malt Tax, which falls fo 
heavy upon Scotland, may be of a very fhort conti- 
nuance, and the Grievance confequently be the lefs. 
It is true, the difficulties in collecting this Tax, 
I believe, are not yet thoroughly confidered by thofe 
who are the immediate Receivers of it; not that I 
will fuggeft, as fome would infinuate, that the Peo- 
le of Stotland will flie out into violent and undutiful 
Captions the Wifdom of the Government, and 
the Prudence of the Inhabitants of Scotland, will, I 
doubt not, prevent thofe things. But the want of 
Money, the Poverty of the People, their real Inabi- 
' at leaft to advance the, 
their Malt; which 
ands, as long as the 


Male lies.on their Hands; nay, and longer too, een 
: 4 


Duty in the Seafon of makin 


of the Country, 


xillit is paid for: This will, in fome Parts of Scot. 
fand, be fuch a Difficulty, as I fear will in general 
put a flop to the making Malt in many Parts of 
Scotland; and confequently to the Sale of the Barly 
or Beer, ot which it is made. 

But thefe things will come to be difcourfed of 
hereafter: In the mean time I cannot but fay a 
word or two to the juft Equivalence which Scotland 
night receive from us for this heavy Tax and how 
ably England, were an immediate hearty Applica- 
tion made here to fuch a Work, is able to make 
Scotland a full Amends for all this; and enable 
them to pay, not thefe only, but any future Taxes 
which the Occafions of the Government may re- 
quire. 

This is by encouraging their Fifhery, Linnen 
Manufactures , Navigation , Employment of the 
Poor, Improvement of Land, and feveral ways 
cultivating the Arts of Peace in Scotland, that they 
may be taught to forget the Miferies of this te- 
dious War; and might become, as they really 
are capable of being made, a Flourithing, Fruit- 
ful, and Wealthy Nation. 

I am far from ‘fpeaking without Book, when I 
move you thts to improve and enrich Scotland; I 
am not at a lofs to fay how you may do it, and I 
could give fome very good Reafons why you ought 
to do it. 

I thall not mention the great Matters talk’d fo 
loudly of, at the time of the Treaty ; fuch as the 
Fihery of Scotland, the fetting Manufa@ures on foot 
for the Canfumption of the courfe Wooll,the Growth 
he ¢ the fettling of Families, and the 
cultivating Lands theres the Fixing Yards, Docks, 
and Store-Houfes, for building, repairing, and lay. 


ing up of Ships of War there, and the like ; things ea- 
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fy enough for England to do, but as yet littl 
Of. . y 

The Fithery is the fruitful Subjeé, out of v 
many Equivalents may be raifed to Scotland. \) 
is che Indies at their Door; the Mines of Poto( am 
not richer to the Spaniard, than the Sea would 
to Scotland, had they Power and Hands to ac & 
their own Intereft. And why has not Engl 
erted her felf? Why has not a Laie. and pow 
ful National Attempt been made in behalf of Stog 
Jand in this Affair, to enable them to pay Tax 
live comfortably, be employ’d heartily, and ré 
plentifully, ae 

The Fith crowd into their Nets, lye in fhi 
upon their Shoars; Providence has direéted | 
thoals of Herrings to come, and offer themfel 
willing Prey to the Induftry of thofe who thi 
worth their while to take them; if the Su 
not, the Dutch may ; but if the Englifo wou 
Duzch cannot do any thing material in that) 

A Capital Stock from England cannot fail a 
cefs in the Fifhing, the opportunity of curing th 
as early, and being at Market earlier than the Du’ 
is fo great, that nothing in Trade can be defi 
more; and as this is mentioned in Parliar 
cannot but hope fomething might be offer 
might enable Scotland to flourith, like th 
Parts of the Nation; and this cannot but 
delire of every one that withes well to bot 
ot the Ifland: For this thall ever be a Maxi 
me, That the Union being now paft, the 
or Wealth of Scotland, is the Poverty or | 
of England. The Intrefts, like the Sovereignty, > 
infeparable ; and the Union of Intrefts, like thé 
Union of the Nations, indiffolvible. a 


an 3 


(Price Three Halfpenct,, 


